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Jesus assures us that our suffering is not forever. 

Romans 8:18 - For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to 
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Do you find yourself hoping for things that are trivial or for things that are significant? 
I’ve hoped for so many trivial things over the course of my life. I’ve hoped I would be 
liked. I’ve hoped my team would win. I’ve hoped for a date. I’ve hoped I would get a 
certain Christmas present. And the list could go on. Investing time and emotional energy 
in trivial hopes can be a significant distraction from the purposes that God has for our 
lives. I’m so thankful for how God’s word can refocus us. I need it! 

Romans 8 reminds us of the importance of prioritizing our hope in Jesus. It is through 
Jesus that we can have the right perspective during our times of suffering. It is through 
Jesus that we will find freedom from the effect of sin on this world that we have to live 
with every day. It is through Jesus that we will be redeemed and adopted by God as his 
children forever. It is only through Jesus that we can have any hope at all about the 
future. 

Every year I believe with increasing conviction that our sole purpose for existence is to 
glorify God. What would our lives look like if we filtered everything about us through the 
purpose of glorifying God and enjoying Him? If we filtered our career selection, our 
choice of a spouse, the content of our calendars, our purchasing decisions, and our 
entertainment and hobby selections with this purpose in mind, how might our lives be 
impacted? How might our community be impacted? What about the world? 

There are so many people within each of our spheres of influence that suffer and 
endure the struggles of this life without any real hope. Eating, drinking, and pursuing 
merriment are really the only sources of relief they have for their suffering. And without 
Jesus, when then they die their suffering will only increase. 

They need our hope. They need the hope that we have through Jesus. They need to 
see us turn to Jesus when we are suffering and continue to turn to Him when life is 
smooth. They need to know about a Jesus who longs to forgive them, adopt them, and 



provide eternal relief to their sufferings in this world. Will they find in you and I someone 
who places all their hope and energy in the significant purposes of Jesus? Or will they 
find in us someone who is content to hope in the trivial things of this world? I pray that 
my life will always provide evidence that complete satisfaction can be found by placing 
our hope in Jesus. 


