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Jesus makes real peace possible. 
  
“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man 
in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility” (Ephesians 2:13-16). 
  
Peace on Earth.  It sounds so good, doesn’t it?  It trips off the lips of beauty pageant 
contestants and typically fits into some uncle’s holiday pre-meal-at-the-family-gathering 
prayer, and it sounds like a great idea.  We all want peace on Earth.  At least we know 
we ought to want that. 
  
In reality, though, that’s a pretty lofty goal, isn’t it?  If we’re honest, most of us would 
settle for a little peace in our own corner of the planet, wouldn’t we?  I mean, it’s the 
holidays.  It’s Christmas.  It’s time for peace on Earth, and it seems like all we’re doing is 
dealing with forced merriment at Christmas parties we don’t want to go to, shopping in 
crowded stores we don’t want to be in, being surrounded by people we don’t want that 
close to us, having conversations we don’t want to have, and preparing for family 
gatherings we’d sometimes rather just skip.  
  
Look, I’m not a Grinch.  I’m really not.  I love Christmas.  I love looking at all the 
decorations in my house.  I love the TV specials and the movies and the egg nog and 
the holiday treats.  I love the excitement on my kids’ faces, and I love building precious 
memories with my family and friends.  But sometimes it just seems like it takes a lot to 
get there. 
  
I meet with people every week who want the kind of peace we’re talking about.  People 
who just want life to calm down a little bit.  People who just want some moment of 
lucidity in the middle of the chaos.  People who are just tired and who need a break.  
Peace on earth.  Peace in my corner of the earth.  But it never happens for a whole lot 
of people.  Why? 
  
Because you’ll never have peace in your world until you have peace with your God. 
  
Think about it.  Adam and Eve had peace in the Garden of Eden, but then they sinned.  
And when they sinned, peace left.  It was replaced with fear and shame.  So they hid.  
People who are at peace don’t hide.  
  
When we sin, we forfeit peace.  If we don’t speed, we don’t hit the brakes just because 
the police officer drives by.  If we pay our taxes, we don’t worry about the IRS.  If we 
remain faithful to our husband or wife, we don’t worry when they are looking at 



something on our phone.  If the walk in the light of Jesus—standing in His forgiveness 
and allowing His grace to transform us to be increasingly more like Him—we have 
nothing to hide.  And we can live in peace. 
  
That’s what the angel was talking about that night.  When Jesus was born, for the first 
time since Adam and Eve blew it in the Garden, the possibility for peace became real 
again.  Peace between God and man.  Real peace.  No longer would those who trusted 
Christ be regarded as enemies of God because of their sin, but they would be called 
blessed children, adopted by grace into God’s holy and eternal family.  No longer would 
Jews and Gentiles be separated by the walls that for so long had divided them.  For 
those in Christ, there would be nothing between them and God anymore.  For those in 
Christ, there would be nothing between them and each other anymore.  No separation.  
No hostility.  Just peace.


