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The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of 
Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord God: Ah, 
shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the 
sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, 
but you do not feed the sheep. The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have 
not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, 
the lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled them. So 
they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they became food for all the 
wild beasts. My sheep were scattered; they wandered over all the mountains and on 
every high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with none to 
search or seek for them.
 
“Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: As I live, declares the Lord God, 
surely because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all 
the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not 
searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my 
sheep, therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: Thus says the Lord God, 
Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their hand and put a 
stop to their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will 
rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for them.
 
“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek 
them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have 
been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places 
where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring 
them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into 
their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all 
the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will 
be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord 
God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, 
and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them 
in justice (Ezekiel 34:1-16).
 
 
Our hope is different. The way I use the word “hope” in the term “Advent of Hope” is 
different from the way I use the word “hope” in the sentence, “I hope WKU wins the 
game,” or “I hope the weather stays nice.” The coming of Jesus into the world was not a 
last-second, buzzer-beating, full-court heave. The coming of Jesus into the world was 
not God’s last resort. The coming of Jesus into the world was not something that could 
have gone one way or the other. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is the assurance of things 



hoped for, the conviction of things not seen,” teaching us that just because something is 
unseen, doesn’t mean it is unsure.
 
The coming of Jesus was a promise from God. The promise of the coming Messiah 
occurs time and time again in the Old Testament. In Ezekiel 34:1-16, God charges the 
shepherds of Israel with not caring for the sheep. Condemning their selfish behaviors in 
a litany of charges, God says, “You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you 
slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. The weak you have not 
strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the 
strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force and 
harshness you have ruled them.” The shepherds of Israel had failed. They had failed to 
save the sheep. The had instead focused on their own needs, comforts, and desires, 
even at the expense of the sheep that had been entrusted to them.
 
God, in his holiness, was furious, but not surprised. He had known that it would come to 
this point, where humans, even humans that were in relationship with him, would fail. 
He knew that all along, and so God’s messianic promise is reiterated once again in 
Ezekiel 34:11, “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep, 
and will seek them out.”
 
This is the beautiful promise in which we find our hope today. The beautiful promise 
from God, made in Ezekiel and throughout the Old Testament, is fulfilled with the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ into the world.  The beautiful promise that because all 
humanity is fallen, that he himself will come and save us. He will come find us. He will 
come cleanse us. He will come bind us up. He will come feed us. He will come protect 
us. God promises this, and God has a promise fulfillment rate of 100%.
 
So when we say, “Our hope is in Christ,” we are not saying, “I sure hope Jesus comes 
through.” Our hope is different. “Our hope is in Christ,” means “He has come for me. I 
am his, and he will see me through, because he never fails.”


