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Jesus gives us a hope that is sure.

After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered 
Capernaum.  Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point of 
death, who was highly valued by him.  When the centurion heard about Jesus, he 
sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant.  And 
when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy 
to have you do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us 
our synagogue.”  And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the 
house, the centurion sent friends, saying to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, 
for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof.  Therefore I did not 
presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my servant be healed.  For I 
too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, ‘Go,’ 
and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 
and he does it.”  When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and 
turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I 
found such faith.”  And when those who had been sent returned to the house, 
they found the servant well. (Luke 7:1-10 ESV)

Without faith there is no hope, at least not the kind of hope that’s spoken of in 
Scripture.  There is a hope that’s spoken of by the world but it’s not the same.  
It’s wishful thinking at best.  There’s no assurance of anything.  It’s a “hope” that 
things might get better, that the situation will change for good, or that the 
outcome won’t be as tragic as it seems.  

The Bible, however, speaks of hope in very different terms.  In the book of 
Hebrews we understand that “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)  Our hope is assured by faith in 
Jesus Christ.  The hope we have is more than wishful thinking; it’s confident 
expectation that God’s promises, purposes, and plans always prevail no matter 
the circumstance or situation.  Regardless of the realities we face in the world, 
the reality of Christ triumphs over all things.  That’s exactly what we see in Luke 7 
and that’s exactly what we see today.     

For the centurion, the reality was that his servant, whom he cared for deeply, was 
sick and about to die.  Somehow, the centurion heard about the Christ and that 
hearing undoubtedly gave him great hope.  We can say that because he believed 
what he heard and sent elders from the community to plead with Jesus to come 
and heal his servant.  He had faith that Jesus was able to heal the sick.  And 
what happens?  The reality of the Christ triumphs over the reality of that moment.  
The servant was sick.  His sickness should have ended in death.  That was the 
reality and yet Christ changed it all.  He still does.



I’m not sure what reality you face today, but I do know that you and I have this 
incredible hope in Jesus Christ.  It’s a hope that’s always triumphant.  It’s a hope 
that a broken and suffering world needs to hear about.  The centurion heard and 
it saved another man’s life.  You and I have heard.  May someone else’s life be 
saved because of it. 


