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Jesus proves God’s love for us.
 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).
 
I’ll never forget April 12, 2008, because on that day, I came to understand the love of 
God like never before.  Two days earlier, my wife and I had welcomed our firstborn son 
into the world, and he was phenomenal.  I had never been so proud of anything in my 
life.  All he could do was eat, sleep, breathe, and one other thing that’s not polite to talk 
about in an Advent Devotional, but I was so incredibly proud of him for doing those 
things.  I found myself quoting (repeatedly) God the Father’s exclamation over God the 
Son at the occasion of Jesus’ baptism:  “This is my son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased” (Matt 3:17, NIV). 
 
I was so well pleased with my son, and I repeated that verse so often that my wife 
eventually said, “Look, I love you, but you’re not God the Father, and he’s not Jesus.  
So stop!”  But I couldn’t help it.  I was just so proud of him.  I still am. 
 
On April 12, 2008, my son was two days old, and my wife and I couldn’t handle the 
hospital breakfast any more.  I suggested a Hardee’s biscuit might be just the thing we 
needed, and she agreed.  I headed to the car, still silently repeating that “this is my son, 
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  But as I sat down to start the car, another 
verse hit me in a way it had never hit me before:  “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16). 
 
I’ve cried plenty of times before, but never like I did at that moment.  I had known for 
years that God had delivered His only Son over to the most excruciating death 
imaginable for someone as vile as me, but I had never felt that truth like I did in that 
moment.  I couldn’t imagine handing my son over to die for even the most deserving of 
people, much less for those who were patently unworthy of such a sacrifice and who 
would treat it with such contempt. 
 
But that’s exactly what God did.  For us.
 
Why?  Because He loves us.  He loves us with an unfathomable, unconditional love that 
depends upon absolutely nothing but His divine choice to love us.  God loves us, and 
there’s nothing we can do about it.  We can’t make Him love us any more, and we can’t 
make Him love us any less.  Nothing can separate us from His love.  
 
How different would our lives be if we embraced the depth of God’s love for us and lived 
accordingly?  How different would our world be if we displayed God’s vast love for all 



people to all people?  God’s great love changed the world two thousand years ago, and 
through those who follow Jesus, it can continue to do so today. 


