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Jesus assures us that we are part of a greater story. 
  
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:1-5 ESV). 
  
The traditional Christmas story in Scripture is found in the opening chapters of the Gospel of 
Luke.  That’s where we learn about the little town of Bethlehem, the overcrowded inn, the 
manger, the swaddling clothes, and (almost) all the figures in your nativity scene at home.  
  
But there’s another version of the Christmas story recorded in the first chapter of the Gospel of 
John.  This version doesn’t start with an angel visiting a peasant girl two thousand years ago; it 
starts in eternity past.  This one tells us that the miraculous Babe who was wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger was at work before any of that ever happened.  He was 
at work in “the beginning,” when Genesis tells us that “God created the heavens and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1).  This one tells us that Jesus was the agent of creation, that “without him 
was not anything made that was made” (John 1:3).  This one tells us that that bright star wasn’t 
the only light shining that dark night in Bethlehem, but that the life in Baby Jesus was the light of 
men that shone brightly amidst the world’s vast spiritual darkness. 
  
That light still shines today.  The world didn’t understand it then, and they still don’t understand it 
now.  The darkness couldn’t overcome it then, and it still can’t overcome it now.  The light 
shines.  Jesus’ life shines.  It shines every time a follower of Christ returns kindness for insult, 
gentleness for rage, truth for lies, and love for hate.  It shines when we as followers of Jesus set 
aside our own agendas and biases and demands and, like our Lord, consider others before 
ourselves.  It shines when we allow our indwelling Lord to overflow from us and bless others 
through us.  It shines, and the darkness cannot overcome it.  Ever.  
  
We who follow Christ have hope, because Jesus assures us that a greater story is playing out 
around us.  We are part of an eternal narrative that has God for its author, salvation for its end, 
and Jesus as its centerpiece.  Our individual stories are knit into the fabric of God’s grand 
narrative that glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ and culminates with His eternal victory for all time.  
That’s how Romans 8:28 makes sense:  “And we know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose.”  All things work 
together for the ultimate glory of God in Jesus Christ, so all things work together for our good in 
Him.  
  
The Psalmist David tells us that God hems us in, behind and before, and lays His hand upon us 
(Psalm 139:5).  God has us.  He’s behind us.  He’s ahead of us.  He’s got His hand on us.  
There’s nowhere we can go to get away from Him.  That’s hope.  It’s not easy to wrap our minds 
around it, but it’s true.  We are a part of His story, and His story crescendos with His glory.  And 
that’s great for us.


