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Luke 10:17-20 (ESV) 
The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in 
your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are 
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven. 

I’m a military history buff and I love to tell stories.  Most of the stories I share from 
military history are from World War II.  However, one of the most compelling moments 
in military history, in my opinion, comes out of World War I.  In Europe they refer to it as 
the Great War and there’s no doubt why.  It was supposed to be the “war to end all wars.”  
It cost the lives of nearly 30 million people.  Yet, out of the fog of that gruesome war 
comes a story unlike any other in the history of warfare.   

It began around 8:30 pm on December 24, 1914.  British soldiers noticed the German’s 
lighting up their trench line which, after closer inspection, they realized the lights they 
were seeing was actually Christmas trees lit with candles.  They British soldiers then 
began to hear singing along the Western Front.  It was the German carol, Stille Nacht, 
known in English as Silent Night.  The British responded by singing The First Noel.  Both 
sides continued taking turns singing out Christmas carols throughout the night.   

At some point, as dawn began to break Christmas Day, soldiers along the Western Front 
called their own cease fire.  Both sides emerged out of the mud and mire and spent 
Christmas day enjoying each other’s company.  They took the opportunity to bury the 
dead, play games, exchange stories, and celebrate Christmas.   

I’m not sure of any other moment in the history of warfare where enemies came together 
to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world.  What resulted in the midst of war was 
an unmistakable joy; joy on the battlefield.  Why?  Because a group of German soldiers 
made the decision to celebrate the moment when God sent his Son into the world to be 
salvation for all those who would believe.  They were celebrating the coming of Christ 
and the implications that meant for the world.  They couldn’t help but to rejoice and their 
rejoicing was contagious.   

Joy has nothing to do with the circumstances we encounter however good or bad they 
may be.  Joy has to do with Christ.  Without Christ we have no joy.  Joy is the gladness of 
heart we have because Christ has saved us.  That’s why joy can wind up on the battlefield 
regardless if that battlefield is a war zone, the workplace, or our home.   



We realize this in Luke 10.  Seventy-two disciples return to Jesus with joy because of 
what happened to them as they went.  They were rejoicing because even the demons were 
subject to them in Jesus’ name.  Jesus gently corrects them and basically says, “You think 
that’s something?!  I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightening! The reason demons 
submit to you is because of me.  The reason no evil has harmed you is because of me.  
Don’t rejoice because of the gifts you’ve received or the abilities you have.  Rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.  Rejoice because you’ve been saved.” 

There’s only one reason for our joy.  It’s not because of the gifts that God has given us, 
nor is it because of the work we accomplish by His grace.  The reason for our joy is our 
salvation and that salvation is in Christ alone.   


