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“I will go . . . to God my exceeding joy” (Psalm 43:4).
 
                I remember driving across town and getting to a stop light.  When the light 
turned green my car would not go.  Cars honking, fingers flipping and shouts of un-joy 
hurling towards me.  Nothing is more frustrating to me than car trouble.  It took days for 
my frustration to subside.  Now juxtapose that with another time my car broke down.  
Driving on the interstate with the car loaded down and the car breaks down again.  This 
time with a little panic and a lot of urgency I move quickly to find help get the matter 
resolved and get back on the road.  Frustration dissipates as soon as we are back on 
the road.  What was the difference?  In the latter experience we were headed to Disney 
World.
                Nothing could exhaust the joy of going to Disney World.  Sure, things could 
delay getting there, but we are going.  Even in the midst of the inconvenience of making 
calls and making repairs there was no forgetting where we were headed.  As long as I 
remembered where we were going the inconvenience was insignificant.
                I am not attempting to say that this life is a simple inconvenience.  I am saying 
however that as believers if we remember where we are headed the inconveniences of 
life are put in their proper perspective.
                In Psalm 43 the psalmist exclaims, “I will go to God, my exceeding Joy.”  
Jesus is our Joy.  In fact, He is the only source of pure and eternal joy.  Most of what 
gets called joy today is merely happiness.  The ebb and flow of happiness can keep you 
seasick for the rest of your life.  All the Joy necessary to get through the trials of life 
already reside within a believer.  However, when the well we are drinking from runs dry 
rather than to conclude we were drinking from the wrong well we find another temporary 
well to satisfy for a moment.  And honestly, most of what we drink is poison that slowly 
destroys.
                The problem is perspective.  We forget where we are ultimately headed and 
who it is that gets us there.  Eternity awaits us.  Jesus takes us.  With the proper 
perspective that we will reach our destination and nothing in this world can come within 
a million miles compared with what God has for us, joy is all that is left to live in.  The 
Psalmist implies that there is intentionality on our part.  He says, “I will go to God…”  I 
will not go to all the other half empty poison filled wells, I will go to God.  The joy that is 
a reality in Jesus is only realized if He means the most to us. 
                Don’t forget where you’re headed and who it is that is getting there.  That 
perspective reveals the presence and unleashes the power of the Joy that is. 


