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2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.

This is one of many passages in the Bible that provide insight about “joy” that is both beneficial and troubling.  It’s 
beneficial in that it gives us a peak at God’s plan for our lives.  It’s troubling in the sense that we are reminded that we 
should anticipate trials in life and that joy is the expected attitude of Christians even during these difficult 
circumstances.  Check out the following additional passage excerpts that speak to this.

2 Corinthians 8:1-3
8 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe 
test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.

1 Thessalonians 1:6
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit,

Hebrews 12
12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings 
so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God.

Hebrews 10:34
For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you 
yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.

How is it possible to have joy in the midst of poverty?  How is it possible to have joy while being “afflicted”?  How is it 
possible to have joy when your property is taken from you?  How is it possible to have joy when facing death … even 
execution?  The world says that these are signs of God’s abandonment and, maybe, even evidence that there is no 
God.  However, time and time again we see evidence in the Bible that God allows his children to experience difficult 
circumstances as part of his plan for our lives.  Why?!?

James directs us towards an answer in verse 4.  God’s plan is that we become perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.  Trials are God’s tool for achieving this goal.  Should God’s use of trials really surprise us?  Anyone desiring to 
improve in their profession knows that the difficulties of training and overcoming obstacles are key instruments in 
personal and professional growth.  If we are only complimented in our work and never critiqued, improvement will not 
occur.  If this is true in the temporary pursuits of our lives, why should we expect less of Jesus as the “author and 
perfecter of our faith”? (Hebrews 12:2)

Paul speaks to this in 1 Corinthians 4:17, saying, “this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison.”  Jesus himself reminds us, “In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart, I have 
overcome the world.”  (John 16:33)  Knowing that because of Jesus, we will experience perfection and eternal life in 
the presence of God forever and ever is why we ought to always have joy.  Does having joy mean there will be no 
pain, no tears, no heartache?  No.  Joy is not a reflection of the present.  Joy is a reflection of the future.  I have joy 
because I know that my present trials are part of God’s perfecting and completion of me.  One day, thanks to Jesus, I 
will be admitted into God’s heavenly presence without spot or blemish and allowed to praise and enjoy Him forever!

Joy to the world!  Why?  Because the Lord has indeed come.  Through his birth, his perfect life, his death, and his 
resurrection Jesus has made a way for everyone to enjoy God’s presence forever and ever.  Will you receive his gift of 
salvation?  Who else is in your sphere of influence that needs to hear about this joy from you?


