
Advent Devotion 

Saturday, December 13, 2014 

Ezekiel 34:25-31 

Today is the last day we consider the advent of peace in the coming of Christ. Last 
Saturday, we read Ezekiel 34:1-24 together as we learned that our hope is embodied in Jesus, 
because he is the fulfillment of God's promise to his people. In the first part of Ezekiel 34, 
God reprimands those he entrusted with the leadership of his people. They did not care for 
his people they way he wanted. They had not sought the lost, they had not gone after the 
strayed, they had not bound up the injured... they had failed. We saw why our hope can not 
be in humans. 

Our hope is in Ezekiel 34:11, "I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. As 
a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of 
clouds and darkness." 

Today, we continue reading in Ezekiel 34, and we see that not only does Jesus' advent 
represent our living hope; it secures the safety of our souls. The language used in this section 
refers to God creating safety within the land, "I will... rid the land of savage beasts so that 
they may live in the wilderness and sleep in the forests in safety...  They will no longer be 
plundered by the nations, nor will wild animals devour them. They will live in safety, and no 
one will make them afraid." Peace is available because through Jesus' death and resurrection, 
he has cleared the spiritual terrain of any threat. Our souls can now dwell secure. 

Not only does God create a safe place, but he blesses that place, "I will make them 
and the places surrounding my hill a blessing. I will send down showers in season; there will 
be showers of blessing. The trees will yield their fruit and the ground will yield its crops; the 
people will be secure in their land.  I will provide for them a land renowned for its crops, and 
they will no longer be victims of famine in the land or bear the scorn of the nations." How 
often is our lack of peace a product of our worry about our provision? In his coming, Jesus not 
only secures our land, but he guarantees a provision for our needs. 

It is in the establishment of this new covenant of peace that we will know God is true. 
Verse 30 says, "Then they will know that I, the Lord their God, am with them and that they, 
the Israelites, are my people, declares the Sovereign Lord.  You are my sheep, the sheep of 
my pasture, and I am your God, declares the Sovereign Lord.’" God tells us that the source of 
our peace is our relationship with him. If you are unsure that God is your Lord, if you are 
unsure that God is the Shepherd of your soul, then you will not live in the peace of God in this 
world.  

It is only through the death and resurrection of Jesus that we know God. And it is only 
through the knowledge of God that we will have peace. That is why the coming of Jesus into 
the world is not only our great hope, but opens the door to the great peace of God. Whether 
you need to come to Jesus for the very first time and ask him to save you, or whether you are 
his child and you are being overwhelmed by the cares of the world, Jesus says to you today, 
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest." Let's enjoy the 
peace of Christ today.


