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John 14:27 (ESV) 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

It’s interesting to me that the words above are among some of the last things that Jesus 
shares with His disciples in the hours leading up to the betrayal and crucifixion.  No 
doubt, there’s a reason Jesus waits until this moment to share with them this incredible 
gift.  I’m not about to claim that I know the mind of God and that I know exactly why He 
waited until this moment to share this message of promise with the disciples.  However, I 
do believe that Jesus knows what lies ahead for the disciples.  He knows about the 
hardships they are about to face.  He knows the brutality of persecution they will endure.  
He knows all that will lie ahead for them and he knows what lies ahead for us.    

So what’s the message he shares with them?  “Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid.”  If you’re thinking that’s easier said than done, you’re not alone.   The 
thing is, however, is that it’s still something that Jesus asked of His disciples and He still 
asks the same of us.   

The disciples have a choice and so do you and I.  It’s a choice of whether or not to obey 
the words of the Savior.  It’s a choice of whether or not to not let our hearts become 
troubled and afraid.  But, how in the world is that even possible?!  Chances are  good that 
things will happened throughout the day and the rest of this week that will cause our 
hearts to be troubled.  That pretty much went without saying.  Everybody understands 
that because it happens.  It happens everyday.  So what do we do?  

The truth is, with man it is impossible, but with God all things are possible.  The truth is 
we are able to be a people whose hearts aren’t burdened with trouble or fear.  Not because 
we’re immune from reality and are magically safeguarded from the troubles of this world, 
but because God promised a gift to the disciples that He still gives to those who follow 
Him today.  It’s the gift of peace, specifically, His peace.  Jesus says, “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you.” 

Jesus doesn’t just offer us peace, He offers us His peace!  It’s a peace that exists in 
moments of suffering and war.  A peace that triumphs over the greatest struggles facing 
mankind.  A peace that can’t even be completely understood, because it surpasses all 
understanding.  It’s a peace that comes from God and God alone. 

When God’s Son came into the world, angels announced “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with who He is pleased.”  Somewhere around 30 years 



or so later, the Son of God himself proclaims, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you.”   

Christ has given us His peace.  It changes the way we live.  It changes the way we deal 
with struggles that come our way.  It changes the way we handle tragedy in our lives.  
The peace of Christ doesn’t make us immune to life’s struggles, but it solidifies the hope 
that Christ triumphs over the struggle.   You may already know this, but we live in a 
world that doesn’t.  The world needs to know the peace of God.  You and I have the high 
calling of sharing it.  So this Christmas season, may you embrace the peace that God so 
graciously gives us and may it be evident to all those we encounter.   


